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•••ry.. SEASONAL EXEMPTION POR A-PPLE STORAGE AND PACKING AND FCR . , y - . 
CANNING FRE'SH F.tUITS AND VEGETABLES WILL BE - .: •.. ' - ' •' ;.' ;". "-

{.---, Ayy...̂  CONSIDERED AT WAGE HOUR HEARING JULY 1 _ .,_ ^ ...„.,..,•; 

The ques t ion of g ran t ing a seasonal exemption from the hours p r o v i s i o n of 

the Fa i r Labor Standards Act t o the apple s to rage i n d u s t r y in the "Appalachiein 

aroa"- or in o ther a r ea s w i l l be cons ide red a t a pub l i c hear ing Ju ly 1 a t 10 a.m-. 

Rale igh Hote l , Washington, D, C, , i t was announced today by the 'Wage and Hour 

D i v i s i o n , U, S. Department of Labor. (Federal R e g i s t e r , June 19, 1940.) • 

This hea r ing , which w i l l be before Merle D. Vincent , D i r e c t o r of t h e 

Hearings Branch of t h e Div i s ion , was c a l l e d o r i g i n a l l y t o cons ide r a p p l i c a t i o n s 

for seasonal exemptions from t h e hours p r o v i s i o n s of the Act fo r t h e hand l ing , 

packing, s t o r i n g , p repar ing in t h e i r raw or n a t u r a l s t a t e or canning of f r e s h 

f r u i t s and v e g e t a b l e s . Today's announcomont i n d i c a t e s t h a t t he hoar ing w i l l i n -

I elude the cold s to rage of apples i n t h e "Appalachian" or o t h e r a r e a s . 

P r ev ious ly , a f t e r a hear ing before Harold S t e in of the Wage-Hour s t a f f , on 

a p p l i c a t i o n s of the Vifinchester Cold Storage Company, I n c . , and o t h e r s , i t was 

determined t h a t the co ld s to rage of app les in apple s t o r age warehouses i n t h e 

"Appalachian area" in t h e S t a t e s of Pennsylvania , Maryland, V i r g i n i a and West 

V i r g i n i a i s an i n d u s t r y of a seasona l n a t u r e . A p e t i t i o n for re-view of t h a t 

de te rmina t ion was f i l e d by t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Longshoremen and Warehousemen's 

Union 1-6, and t h e Wage-Hour Admin i s t r a to r announced o f f i c i a l l y t h a t b r i e f s from 

i n t e r e s t e d pe r sons , e i t h e r suppor t ing or opposing t h e de te rmina t ion , would be 

reoei-ved u n t i l June 1 5 . ^ . . . 

Meanwhile, the d e f i n i t i o n of seasonal i n d u s t r i e s was changed by an amondment 

t o Wage-Hour Regula t ions , Par t 526 .3 , pub l i shed i n the Federa l R e g i s t e r June 18, 

1940. In view of t h i s , and of the pub l i c hear ing scheduled fo r Ju ly 1 regard ing 

Ueoi) 



- 2 • 

fresh fruit and vegetables seasonal exemptions, it has been decided to include the 

apple storage application in the agenda of that hearing. The record made at the 

pre-Tious "Appalachian area" hearing, and all petitions, briefs and letters filed 

in connection therevdth, will be made a part of the July 1 hearing. In addition, 

all persons who wish to present further testimony or argument respecting the cold 

storage of apples in the "Appalachian area" or in other areas may appear then a.nd 

address themselves to th£-t subject. ' • • y 

Also, Col. iPhilip B. Fleming, Administrator of the Di-vision, has announced 

that written statements v/ill bo accepted in lieu of personal appearances with re

gard to tho question of whether the handling, packing, storing, preparing or 

canning of perishable or seasonal fresh fruits or vegetables are industries of a 

seasonal nature. This is in response to requests from interested parties unable 

to attend the hearing in person. '- .. ', •• -. . . •. • - ' ^ . -

Written statements filed in liou of personal appearances should include the 

following data required in the notice of hearing: 

(a) Length of oporating season in weeks for each commodity for the past 
several seasons, 

(b) Length of operating season in weeks in plants operating on more than 
one ooBTnodity for the past several seasons, 

(c) Proportion of total volume of all commodities handled, packed, sbored, 
prepared in their raw or natural state or canned during the fourteen 
week period or periods of maximum operation during the pest several 
seasons, 

• ' * • ' • • • : . - . - . : . . ' - ' • ' ' . . 

In a d d i t i o n , oach s ta tement should s e t f o r t h the number of p l a n t s involved 

and the t o t a l number of employees fo r which exemption i s asked, - '• ' . •î '̂ y-vr- y--y 

A seasonal exanpt ion mcDns t h a t employoes i n such an i n d u s t r y may work 12 

hours i n any workday or 56 hours i n any v/orkweek v/ithout o-vertime, fo r an aggregate 

of not more than 14 v/orkv/eeks i n any c a l endar y e a r . The requirement t h a t a 'i-i"' 

minimum wage of 30 con t s be pa id i s not modified by a seasonal exemption. 
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